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Winstead Writes Prize Winning Essay

Russellville, TN- Rhonda Winstead, a guidance counselor at Russellville Elementary School, wrote a prize-winning essay for the Utrust statewide writing competition. Winstead’s essay, titled “It’ll be fine....I Promise” praised her fifth grade teacher, Mr. Wayne Smith.

“On the first day of school of my fifth grade year, I stood at the door of the classroom at Fairview-Marquerite Elementary School. Mr. Smith met me at the door and said, ‘It’ll be fine...I promise,’ ” Winstead wrote. She had just moved to Tennessee from Maryland and was having trouble adjusting. But Mr. Smith helped her throughout the school year and she, the “new girl,” even won some of the Who’s Who Awards at the end of the year. “I couldn’t believe it! After such a turbulent, life-changing year--what a way to go out! And I attribute most of it to the kindness and compassion of Mr. Smith. He saw my pain and put forth a little time and effort, and made a huge difference in my life,” Winstead continued.
Smith and Winstead were reunited after 20 years at the presentation of her writing competition award. “It’s hard to describe the feeling,” Smith said when asked how it felt to know he made such a difference in Winstead’s life. “As a teacher you recognize the potential a student has and you do what you can to give them the tools they need to be successful and hope that they use them. But Rhonda was a wonderful student. She doesn’t give herself enough credit for her success,” Smith continued.
Utrust Administrator, Dr. Dan Tollett, presented the award to Rhonda Winstead on Tuesday, January 25th at Russellville Elementary School. Winstead won $500 for her essay and it will be a permanent part of the Utrust Make A Difference Libraryto document that Wayne Smith made a difference in the lives of  his students.

“We take pride in having many employees in Hamblen County who, like Wayne Smith look for potential in students and do their best to help them develop that potential,” Hamblen County Superintendent Dale Lynch said.  “Now Rhonda Winstead is doing for other students just what was done for her. We are committed to helping every child in Hamblen County Schools to become the best that they can be,” 

Dr. Lynch continued. “That includes teaching them to express appreciation for what others do for them.”

“Hamblen County is fortunate to have a superintendent of schools and a board of education that recognizes and continually shows appreciation for school employees,” Dr. Dan Tollett said. “Hamblen County has one of the best employee appreciation programs in the state,” he continued. “Theresa Ayers does an excellent job of coordinating the system-wide program to help students develop an attitude of gratitude while honoring school employees,” Tollett continued.
Utrust is a statewide organization governed by school board members, which assists school boards to develop, recognize and appreciate their employees. Utrust sponsors the school Employee Appreciation Program that promotes eight celebrations during each school year to honor school employee groups. The program uses a student A-Team in each school to plan and implement the program. The annual writing competition is part of the program.

Visit www.tnuct.com for more information or to read the essay in its entirety.
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