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Ivy McCosh Writes Prize-Winning Essay
Nashville, TN- Ivy McCosh, a seventh grader at Niota Elementary School, has written a prize-winning essay in the Utrust statewide writing competition.  She wrote about how special education assistant, Stephanie Shanahan had made a difference in her life by working lovingly and effectively with her little brother with special needs.
“Not only was Mrs. Shanahan patient, kind and loving toward him in the classroom but to our whole family,” McCosh wrote. “It made a huge difference in my life to see someone care for Levi like Mrs. Shanahan did,” she continued.   “I don’t think I’ll ever forget Mrs. Shanahan. She made such a big difference in my life and was such an amazing person that I don’t know how anyone could forget her. She is really, truly amazing.”

Utrust Administrator, Dr. Dan Tollett, presented the award to McCosh on Thursday, January 6 at Niota Elementary School. Ivy won  $100 for her essay and it will become a permanent part of the Utrust Make A Difference Library.  It will stand as documentation that Stephanie Shanahan is a public school employee who has gone above and beyond what was required of her to make a difference in a student’s life.  

“Ivy McCosh has brought honor to Niota Elementary School by having her essay selected from thousands submitted statewide,” Tollett said. “I’m confident that Mrs. Shanahan appreciated knowing the impact that she had on a student—especially one who was not even in her class. We are delighted to see students recognize and express appreciation for the work of outstanding school employees.”

McCosh is a student in Teresa Blevins’ seventh grade language arts class.  Blevins assigned her students to write an essay about a school employee who had made a difference in their lives.  Some, including Ivy entered their essay in the Utrust Writing Competition seeking the $1000 first prize.  Others presented their essay to the person about whom it was written. Ivy’s essay was the only prize-winning essay in McMinn County and one of only fourteen statewide. But thousands of school employees each received an essay commending them for what they have done to make a difference in some student’s life.
Utrust is a statewide organization that assists school boards to develop, recognize and appreciate their employees.  Utrust sponsors the School Employee Appreciation Program that promotes eight celebrations during each school year to honor school employee groups. The annual writing competition is part of that program, which is free to member boards. 
Visit www.tnuct.com for more information or to read the essay in its entirety.
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