[image: image2.png]


Amy Kellogg

615-452-7761

akellogg@tnuct.com
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

January 27, 2011
Crawford Writes Prize Winning Essay

Surgoinsville, TN- Ren Bailey and his grandma, Teresa Crawford, wrote a prize-winning essay for the Utrust statewide writing competition. The touching story featured Joe Melendez, a bus driver who has made a big impact on Ren, who is a third grader at Surgoinsville Elementary. 

“Joe is more than liked by my grandson, he is very much loved,” Crawford wrote. “He is loved because he is a friend, a real friend. And the most touching is the fact that my grandson feels that it’s important to ride Joe’s bus. He says ‘If I’m not there Joe won’t be happy. He’ll be missing me all the way home.’ ” Crawford continued. 

Utrust Administrator, Dr. Dan Tollett, presented the award to Bailey on Tuesday, January 25th at Surgoinsville Elementary School. Ren and his grandmother were awarded $100 for their essay and it will be a permanent part of the Utrust Make A Difference Library. It will document that Joe Melendez has gone beyond the call of duty to make a difference in the lives of his students.

“Mr. Melendez makes a special effort every day to touch the lives of the students who ride his bus,” Director of Schools Charlotte Britton said. “His is the first face of a school employee that Ren sees in the morning on his way to school and the last face he sees in the afternoon. It is uplifting to know that we have employees who give 110% everyday. I am so proud of Mr. Melendez and other our dedicated employees and their willingness to go above and beyond to make a difference in the lives of Hawkins County Schools’ students,” Director Britton continued.

“Hawkins County is fortunate to have a superintendent of schools and a board of education that recognizes and continually shows appreciation for school employees,” according to Tollett. “Hawkins County has been recognized two years in a row by Utrust for having the best employee appreciation program in the state,” he continued. “Nedra Jackson does a fantastic job of coordinating the system-wide program.”

Utrust is a statewide organization governed by school board members, which assists school boards to develop, recognize and appreciate their employees. Utrust sponsors the school Employee Appreciation Program that promotes eight celebrations during each school year to honor school employee groups. The program uses an A-Team in each school to plan and implement the program.  The annual writing competition is part of the program.

Visit www.tnuct.com for more information or to read the essay in its entirety.
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Director of Schools Charlotte Britton, Dan Tollett, Ren Bailey, Joe Melendez, Principal Susan Trent








